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the end of his Eton days to produce Latin verses
every week, I don't think he minded it, but it was
difficult to believe that he gained much from the
exercise.

This monopoly was rightly and naturally
challenged from various quarters. Mathematics
and French forced their way in. They were not
welcomed, and in the apostolic phrase " men were
set to teach who were of no account" in the school.
The passing tribute of a sigh may be paid to those
gallant sons of Gaul who refused to believe that all
was lost, even when their ministrations, and indeed
their persons, were regarded with ridicule both by
their pupils and by the more conservative of their
colleagues. Too often must they have had occasion
to repeat, when considering their pupils' prospects in
an examination, the words later to be charged with
a nobler meaning, 7/5 ne passeront pas.

But their lives were not given in vain: they had
effected a breach. Through the breach thus made
Science was not slow to enter. For many years it
had marched round the walls, blowing its own
trumpet with considerable efficiency, and though the
fortifications did not even in the end fall entirely flat
they were able to come in " like a conqueror into a
surprised city and having got such possession,
governed and made there such laws and resolutions
as" the luckless defenders of the classics "were
unable to resist.'5

Their victory had been long delayed, and it is